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NEWS RELEASE 
QUARTET CONCERT FOR LENT EXPLORES 
LAST SEVEN STATEMENTS OF CHRIST 
March 16, 2000 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
DAYTON, Ohio -In the spirit of Easter and the Lenten season, the University of 
Dayton music department will present The Words of the Saviour on the Cross, a multimedia 
concert featuring Haydn's reflective sonatas for Good Friday performed by the Marian String 
Quartet. 
The free public concert will be at 6 p.m. Sunday, April 9, in Sears Recital Hall in the 
Jesse Philips Humanities Center. For more information, call the music office at (937) 229-3936. 
Originally written in 1785 for orchestra and transcribed two years later for string 
quartet, Haydn's Words of the Saviour is actually a series of seven, self-contained sonatas-
plus an introduction and "Earthquake" coda- designed as contemplative interludes between 
Good Friday sermons on Christ's seven statements from the cross before his death. The UD 
program will include reflective commentary on each statement by Pamela Thimmes, assistant 
professor of religious studies; and a projected image display of related art work presented by 
Roger Crum, associate professor of visual arts. 
The seven statements- "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do;" "Verily 
I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in paradise;" "Woman, behold thy son! Behold thy 
mother!;" "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?;" "I thirst;" "It is finished;" and 
"Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit"- are taken from the gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John in the New Testament. 
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"The music which grows from these scriptures is not intended to be pro~ammatic music 
but music which causes us to reflect on the words," said Phillip Magnuson, professor of music 
and violist for the quartet. "Our program does not attempt to recreate the lengthy Good Friday 
tradition of music and sermons, but rather to translate it into late 20th century terms -in part 
by superimposing some of the music and reflections on one another and by adding the 
dimension of a visual presentation. It is hoped, however, that Haydn's original intention of 
creating a spiritual exercise in the form of a musical meditation will still be retained." 
Thimmes said her brief commentary, interwoven between and set to the music of the 
sonatas, will not serve to preach but to enlighten - helping listeners understand what is taking 
place in the story of the Crucifixion as each statement is made. 
The Marian String Quartet was created as UD's resident music faculty string ensemble in 
1996 and, aside from Magnuson, includes violinists Lyn Ritz and William Slusser and cellist 
Jane Katsuyama. 
The quartet will also perform a Spring concert at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 26, in Sears 
Recital Hall. That concert, also free and open to the public, will include the introduction and 
"The Earthquake" coda from Haydn's The Seven Words of the Saviour on the Cross; Mozart's 
"Quintet in A major," featuring faculty clarinetist Christine Todey; and Dvorak's "American 
String Quartet." 
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For media interviews, call Phillip Magnuson at (937) 229-3907. 
